YOUTH AND THEIR ROLE IN THE PATH TO
RESILIENCE IN THE CARIBBEAN REGION



CONTEXT




Our Approach

* Concept Note — Regional Dialogue on Building a
Caribbean Pathway for Disaster Resilience in CDEMA
Participating States

* Green Paper on Disaster Resilience in CARICOM States
* Youth DRR Declarations form CDM9 and CDM10

* 78% between 18 — 25 years
e b youth from the 4 CDEMA * 62% at the pursuing or completed tertiary education

Sub-Regional Operational
Focal Points




Profiling “the voice”
—

Respondents by Age

Over 36 years
Respondents by Sex 31-36years | 4%

Under 18 years
8%

5%

26 - 30 years
9%




Profiling “the voice”

-~
Respondents by Country Respondents by Educational Level
1 h
Saint Lucia '] Completed college 0
Dominica '] Currently at university —20
St Vincent & Completed commuunity _] 6

Grenadines

Bahamas

St Kitts-Nevis

Jamaica

college

At community college -5

Completed high school -] 0

Currently in high school ’5




Initial Observations

* generally feel there is a need for greater of
involvement in the decision-making process

* resolve that our involvement in all aspects of DRR is of
immense importance

* are ready to assist in any regard as long as the
opportunities are open to them

* recognised that disaster risk reduction is everybody’s
business, even that of the most vulnerable



We the youth of CDEMA Participating States...

* Qur current involvement is “late to the table” or tokenism

* Ignorance (81%)
* Lack of preparedness (98%)




Our VYoice...Calling for Action

DUCATIC
REFORY,




Supporting the Call to Action...What we bring

* Youthfulness allows us to be able to achieve any
Energy task handed to them, as well as the willingness to
participate.

TeChnOIOQY * We are the primary users and developers of
developers and new technology and can therefore assist the
mCInipU|CI1‘OI‘S integration of a regional resilience portfolio.

* We bring and advocate for new perspectives on
Paradigm shifters the development of the resilience portfolio in the
region



Key Actions

Formalize the CDM Youth architecture at the national and regional
levels

Disaster Management Ambassadors at all grade levels

Involvement in the national disaster management decision making
processes for example decisions regarding the infrastructural to health
implications of lack of school safety mechanisms

Engaging in Town Halls Panel Sessions with Community Leaders on possible
areas for collaboration between the school and the wider Community to
ensure safety in and out of school zones



Key Actions

Carving out a space for youth involvement in the Caribbean Safe
School Initiative

Formation of Environmental Clubs that primarily function to edify, raise
awareness and mobilize committees of student actors willing to volunteer their
time to create and/or encourage Smart School Safety Practices;

Incorporation of emergency and disaster management into the Region’s existing
School’s Curriculum centered around STEAM

S- Science

T- Technology
E- Engineering
A- Arts

M- Mathematics



Key Actions
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Key Actions
N




Kudos

To all regional bodies who make it their responsibility to
involve the Youth in the decision making process.

To CDEMA CU for making this opportunity possible for
the youth to be involved in this auspicious occasion



In Close

“Young people are unmatched by any other demographic group in their
ability to bring about meaningful change in social behaviour and
attitudes. We must not underestimate their potential to make a real
difference in the time of disasters.”

(Bekele Geleta, Secretary-General International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies)
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Aaron Crooks, Jamaica
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Rashulata St Louis , Guyana



